WORTHY ACTIONS ENCOURAGED

EDICT EIGHT

In past times kings went out on pleasure journeys,
stag-hunting and other such recreations were in vogue.
But King Priyadarsin, beloved of the Gods, ten years
after his inauguration, regards them as improper. There-
fore he here regards as proper and good only those religious
tours in which gifts are bestowed upon Brahmans and
ascetics, elders are seen and served with presents, money
is distributed, people of different countries are seen, virtue
is taught, and inquiries made after it. King Priyadarsin,
beloved of the Gods, looks upon these with favour, and
enjoys also all the other pleasures which accrue to him
as the result of his deeds.

EDICT NINE

King Priyadarsin, beloved of the Gods, speaks thus :
It is a fact that men do all kinds of things to assure good
fortune, as well in sickness as at betrothals and marriages ;
at the getting of a son as at going from home. On these
and other occasions men do all kinds of things which are
meant to bring prosperity. But it is a great loss to do
all those manifold, multifarious, vain, and useless things.
This, however, does not remove the necessity of a man's
doing something which will bring prosperity, but such a
kind as has been named is of little use, while true piety
is of great use. To that belongs proper treatment of
slaves and subordinates, reverence for masters, severe
self-restraint towards human beings, sincere charity to
Brahmans and Shramans. These and other like actions
are called truly religious works. This must be taught by
all fathers, sons, mothers, and lords. This is noble. This
must a man do as something that assures prosperity until
his aim is fully attained. Mention was made just above
of sincere charity. Now there is no charity, no goodwill,
to be compared with charity or goodwill springing from
true piety. It is this which a well-meaning friend, relative,
or companion must at every occurring opportunity impress
on another, that this is duty and is proper. These and
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